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RECRUITING FOR THE NAVAL AND 
MILITARY MEDICAL SERVICES. 


Mepicat StupDENTs AND Miuitary TRAINING, 
We are told that some medical students in the fourth and 
fifth years are in doubt whether they ought to attest. As 
has very frequently been stated, it is officially recognized 
that their duty is to finish their studies, and to obtain a 
qualification at the earliest possible date, so as to be in a 
position to take a commission in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps. Any student who is in a position of doubt or diffi- 
culty should consult the dean of his medical school ; but 
the point is again made plain, and the obligation on them to 
obtain military training during the period clearly stated, in 
the following letter received by the Senate of the Uni- 
versity cf London at its meeting on December 15th. It 
has been published in the London University Gazette and 
circulated to the medical schools of the University. 
7th November, 1915. 

An impression appears to have obtained credence among 
medical students in their fourth and fifth years that it is 
unnecessary for them to undergo any military training while 
engaged in the siudy of their profession. This view has doubt- 
less arisen because, owing to the great demand for medical men 
aud the shortage of supply, many who have received no military 
training have been given commissions in the Royal Army 
Medical Corps. 

From the experience of the past year it has been clearly 
shown that men who have had previous military training are of 
infinitely greater value as officers of the Royal Army Medical 
Corps than those who have had no military experience. 

Students in their fourth and fifth years have been advised 
that it is best for them to continue their medical studies in order 
to qualify for commissions in the Royal Army Medica! Corps, 
but this does not in the least exempt them from using all the 
means available for obtaining military instruction. 

The medical units of the various Officers’ Training Corps are 
organized so that men may obtain this instruction without dis- 
turbance of their medical studies, and all senior students, who 
have not already done so, are strongly urged to become cadets 
in the medical units of their University Officers’ Training Corps. 

M. W.H. RUSSELL, Surgeon-General, 
for Director-General, Army Medical Service. 


BY InsuRANCE CoMMISSIONERS. 

The Commissioners have recently issued to Iusurance 
Committees in England and Wales a circular (Memo. 219 
LC.) dealing with the relations that should exist between 
Insurance Committees and the Medical War Com- 
mittees and Panel Committees in the task of obtaining the 
necessary supply of medical men for the service of the. 
army, and co-ordinating the needs of the army and those 
of the civil population so as to avoid any undue depletion 
of the medical service of particular areas. A copy of the 
circular of the Central Medical War Committee on the 
co-ordination of recruiting for the naval and military 
medical services and the needs of the civilian population, 
published in the SuppLement of December 18th, p. 221, is 
enclosed with their circular by the Commissioners for the 
information of the Insurance Committees. 

The Commissioners point out that Insurance Com- 
mittees ave the authorities primarily responsible for the 
maintaining of the medical service of the insured, but 
express their anxiety that no unnecessary obstacle should 
be placed in the way of panel practitioners joining the 
army where they can be spared from their civil duties. 


The Commissioners claim to have taken a very important 
step towards securing to an absent practitioner the good- 
will of his panel practice by the Regulation recently made 
with regard to the transfer of insured persons from doctors’ 
lists. But the greater the facilities afforded to practi- 
tioners desiring to join the army, the greater, they con- 
sider, becomes the necessity for guarding against any 
undue depletion of the panel in particular areas. It is 
possible that the needs of the medical service of the army 
may lead in the future to the necessity for some modifica- 
tion of the full contractual liability of the doctors on the 
panel, but for the present that liability exists, and it is 
only by making clear and definite arrangements for its 
fulfilment during his absence that a doctor who goes on 
military service can remain on the panel and have the 
remuneration accruing under his agreement secured to 
him. The Commissioners think it essential that the 
arrangements made should be submitted to the Insurance 
Committees for approval before a doctor undertakes 
military service, and state that failure to do this has 
already in some cases put committees to inconvenience 
and trouble. ‘The Commissioners advise that when a 
request to be released for military service is received from 
a panel doctor the Committee should be satisfied on two 
main points before giving its consent: first, that there is no 
likelihood that the absence of the doctor wid make the 
panel service less efficient, and, secondly, that satisfactory 
arrangements are made for carrying out the absentee’s 
duties. Where the Committee, having consulted the Panel 
Committee, is not satisfied on either of these two points, 
it must withhold its consent, pending a consultation with 
the Local Medical War Committee and possibly a refer- 
ence to the Central Medical War Committee or the Com- 
missioners. ‘To meet possible cases where questions may 
arise as to the proper discharge of his duties by the deputy 
or deputies of an absent practitioner, it is suggested that 
the departing practitioner should give authority to the 
Panel Committee to amend his arrangements if they 
should prove unsatisfactory. ‘The Commissioners entirely 
concur with the suggestion of the Central Medical War 
Committee that there should be the fullest co-operation 
between the local Medical War Committees and the Panel 
Committees. On the Panel Committees, by virtue of 
their special knowledge, special responsibility falls. At 
some future date it may be necessary to call for some 
sacrifices from the community at large which would be 
incompatible with the maintenance of the panel standard, 
but that position has not yet been reached, and the Panel 
Committees are asked to give timely warning not at the 
point when the withdrawal of one or two more practi- 
tioners would bring the service over the verge or even to 
the verge of inadequacy, but while still an appreciable 
margin remains above that which the Panel Committee 
regards as the minimum necessary for the maintenance of 
an adequate service in every part of the area which it 


represents. The Commissioners suggest that, in order to. 


avoid delay in meeting contingencies, the Insurance Com- 
mittees should delegate authority to their chairman or 
clerks, or both jointly, and the Panel Committee might be 
well advised to do the same. : 

The Commissioners finally express their readiness to 
advise further on any difficulties that may arise, and to 
consult with the Central Medical War Committee. 
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INSURANCE: SETTLEMENT OF 1914 ACCOUNTS. 


‘ : MEETING OF COUNCIL. 
Te next Meeting of Council will be held on Wednes- 
day, January 26th, in the Council Room, 429, Strand, 
London, W.C. The hour will be notified later. 
By order, 

Guy ELtiston, 
ro14 Financial Secretary and Business Manager. 
January Ist, 1916. 


INSURANCE. 


| SETTLEMENT OF 1914 ACCOUNTS. 

Tue following communication was addressed by the 
British Medical Association to the Commissioners concern- 
ing ‘the above question on December 7th last: 

sir 
"I am instructed by the Executive Subcommittee of the 
Insurance Acts Committee to state that many representations 
continue to be made as regards the delay of the settlement of 
the accounts of panel practitioners for the year 1914, and the 
Subcommittee fears that unless something is done very soon to 
meet these very legitimate complaints, serious disaffection will 
result. The Insurance Acts Committee has already informed 
Panel Committees of its previous inquiries of the Commis- 
sioners as to this point, and of your replies. But panel prac- 
titioners are evidently disinclined to accept much longer the 
. Statement that moneys due ‘‘as soon as may be after the ex- 
piration of a year’’ can on any reasonable grounds be withheld 
until the end of the year following, and with no immediate 
prospect of settlement even then. 

The Subcommittee would be glad to know whether there is 
any reason.why another payment on account should not be 
made. There seems nothing in Regulation 37 to prevent this 
being done, and it might be possible by means of such a pay- 
ment on account to make such payments as would be very 
useful indeed to many panel practitioners. At the same time, 
however, it is important that as soon as possible some definite 
statement should be made as to the probable date of the final 
settlement. If this fina! settlement is likely to be long deferred 
the Subcommittee will be glad to know whether the Commis- 
sioners have considered the possibility or desirability of an 
emergency settlement being made with panel practitioners 
such as was made with panel chemists for the year 1914. Ii the 
Commissioners consider an emergency settlement to be within 
the range of practical politics and to be likely to give general 
satisfaction, the Association would be glad to have as full 
information as possible as to whether such an emergency 
settlement can be offered, and if so, the basis on which it could 
be made. 

Iam, yours faithfully, 
ALFRED Cox, 
Medical Secretary. 


A reply was received, dated December 30th, 1915, forward- 
ing a copy of the circular letter which had been issued b 
the English Commissioners on December 2nd, 1915, to all 
English Insurance Committees, with reference to the final 
settlement of the 1914 accounts of insurance practi- 


tioners. 
1.C.L.143, 
National Health Insurance Commission (England), 
Buckingham Gate, London, 8.W. 
2nd December, 1915. 
Settlement with doctors, ete., in respect of 1914. 


"I am directed by the National Health Insurance Com- 
mission (England) to inform you that they have had again under 
their consideration the question of the practicability of effecting 
eae at an early date with doctors, etc., in respect 

The settlement for that year has, as the Committee are 
aware, been necessarily postponed owing to (inter alia) the 
unavoidable delay in the issue by approved societies of notitica- 
tions of the enlistment of their members. From an examina- 
tion, however, of the return recently furnished by committees 
in response to the Commissioners’ circular letter, I.C.L. 137, 
the Commissioners are satisfied that the 1914 counts of the 
Index Register have now been adjusted in respect of the 
notifications already received to an extent which renders it 
unnecessary to defer any Jonger a settlement in respect of that 
year, so far-as concerns the apportionment between committees 

_of the General Medical Benefit Fund. As, moreover, the 
Commissioners have now been placed in a position to overcome 
the difficulties which have hitherto precluded them from com- 
pleting the computation of the amount of that Fund, it is 
‘pro to proceed forthwith with a final settlement for 1914, 
‘upon the ordinary lines; and as this will enable committees to 
make final payments to doctors of any balances outstanding 
under their agreements, it will not be necessary to have 
recourse to any expedient in the nature of an emergency 
settlement with doctors such as it might otherwise have been 
felt incumbent to entertain. 


For the purpose of the ordinary settlement it will of course 
be necessary, as hitherto, to apportion, in accordance with the 
Regulations, the Committee’s Medical Benefit Credit amongst 
the various funds of the Committee—Practitioners’ Fund, 
Institutions Fund, Special Arrangements Fund, etc. As in 
the case of the 1913 apportionment, the Commissioners will be 
prepared to undertake the necessary calculations if the Com- 


- mittee so desire.. To enable the Commissioners to do so, how- 


ever, they will require to have certain information. A form 
has accordingly been proposed (copies of which are enclosed) 
on which the necessary information may be forwarded, and, if 
the Committee desire the Commissioners to undertake the 
apportionment, a copy of the form should be completed and 
forwarded to the Commissioners as soon as possible. In view 
of the foregoing, it will no longer be necessary for the Com-. 
mittee to record on Form 142 I.C. notifications of enlistments 
affecting the.count as on October 12th, 1914. A record should, 
however, still be kept on the form of adjustments which will 
require to be made in subsequent counts taken prior to the 
receipt of the notifications. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) 8. P. VIVIAN. 
The Clerk to the Insurance Committee, 


IRELAND. 
Mepicat CertiricaTion or Sickness BENEFITS. 
WE are informed that practically all the doctors in Ireland 
concerned with the treatment of insured persons. have 
accepted the agreement arranged with the Insurance 
Commissioners for the certification of sickness benefits. 

At a meeting of the practitioners of co. Wexford, when 
the agreement was accepted, a cordial vote of thanks was 
adopted to the honorary secretary, Dr. W. W. Murphy 
(Coolgreany). 

At a meeting of the Connaught Branch at Galway on 
December 21st, the Irish Medical Secretary of the British 
Medical Association (Dr. Hennessy) attended and ex- 
plained the agreement, which was accepted by the 
meeting. A vote of thanks to Dr. Hennessy was accorded. 
The ethical rules were adopted at this meeting. 


LOCAL MEDICAL AND PANEL COMMITTEES. 
BIRMINGHAM. 

At a meeting of the Panel Committee held on December 
14th a report was presented by the Pharmacopoeia Sub- 
committee on the scrutiny of prescriptions issued during 
the first quarter of the year. Cases in which unreasonable 
prescribing was evident were comparatively few and the 
delinquents were divided into three classes: 

1. Those who appeared to be issuing an unnecessary number 
_ 2. Those whose prescriptions in some cases appeared to be 
excessive in cost. 

3. Those whose prescriptions showed evident extravagance. 

Appropriate letters were written to those in classes (1) 
and (2) drawing their attention to the various methods in 
which economy could without interference with efficiency 
be practised, and those in class (3) were invited to inter- 
view the members of the Subcommittee. In all cases 
gratitude was expressed that attention had been drawn to 
apparent extravagance. 


INSURANCE COMMITTEES. 
London, 

Commercial Drug Tarifii—At its meeting on Decem- 
ber 16th the Committee considered the arrangements for 
the pricing, etc., of prescriptions in accordance with the 
new regulations for 1916. It was stated that a large 
additional establishment expenditure would be necessary. 
The proposals were very strongly criticized by various 
members, who denounced the “rushing” methods of the 
Commissioners, and the motion that the report be received 


‘was negatived by a large majority. Some action had to be 


taken, however, in view of ‘the fact that the new medical 
regulations were shortly becoming operative, and a special 
subcommittee was appointed, representative of the various 
interests concerned, to consider the arrangemenis for 
pricing and checking prescriptions. 

Extravagant Prescribing.—It was announced that as 
under the new arrangements the chemists would no longer 
be affected by the results of any extravagance on the part 
of practitioners in their prescribing, the Pharmaceutical 
Committee would cease to discharge its functions in this 
respect. The Panel Committee would continue to be 
responsible for investigating and, in co-operation with the 
Insurance Committee, controlling extravagant prescribing. 

Panel Practitioners and War Service.—Dy. H. H. 
reported that. in spite of enlistments, the number of 
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NAVAL AND MILEITARY- APPOINTMENTS. 


insured persons remained ata very high figure, and it was 
becoming a vital necessity, in considering the recruiting of 
medical men, to safeguard the requirements of the civil 

pulation. Mr. Hanpet Boots stated that complaints 
nad been made by insured persons with regard to the 
locumtenents, who in some cases, when approached on the 
matter, would reply that they were responsible only to the 
absent practitioner. The practitioners who had already 
undertaken military service were responsible for an aggre- 
gate of some 10, insured persons. On the motion of 
Dr. MILLs, a subcommittee was appointed to consider the 
position of panel practitioners who undertook military 
service and the arrangements made by them with deputies. 


INSURANCE ACT IN PARLIAMENT. 
TUBERCULOSIS TREATMENT. 
In reply to a question by Sir E. Cornwall as to the 
amount contributed under the Insurance Act in respect of 
the treatment of tuberculosis cases in the four years 
ending March, 1915, Mr. Roberts has made the following 
printed statement: Subject to some slight adjustment, the 
amount available under Section 16 (2) of the National 
Insurance Act, 1911, in respect of the period 15th July, 
1912, to 3lst December, 1914, for defraying the expenses 
of sanatorium benefit in the United Kingdom is £2,125,000. 
Further, a sanatorium benefit grant of £100,000 was voted 
in the Supplementary Estimates for 1914-15, £50,000 
being paid into the special account for credit to the four 
National Health Insurance Funds, and the balance being 
revoted in the Estimates for 1915-16; and may I add that 
these figures do not include sums of £125,000, £180,000, 
£480,000, and £385,000 voted in the Estimates (Original 
and Supplementary) for 1913-14, and in the Estimates for 
1914-15 and 1915-16 respectively, as provision for statu- 
tory grants under Section 17 of the National Insurance 
Act, 7911, for the special grants towards the cost of 
schemes undertaken by local authorities (or combinations 
of local authorities), with the approval of the departments 
administering the grants, for the treatment of tuberculosis 
generally. 


Pabal and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Tur following announcements are made by the Admiralty: 
Surgeon H. C. Devas to the Victory, additional, for disposal. Tem- 
porary Surgeons A. G. Simmons to the Victory, additional, for Haslar 
Hospital; L. S. Fry to the Bellerophon; G. Mach. Blair, M.B., to the 
Blake; T. J.T. Wilmot, M.D., to the Pembroke; G. W.M. Findlay, 
M.B., and H. W. Scott to the Pembroke, additional, for Chatham 
Hospital; J. Pratt, to the Victory, additional, for disposal; G. 
Lilico, M.B., to the Conqueror; R.K. Shaw, M.B, to the Wiidyjire, 
additional, to be lent for duty at R.N A.S. Training Establishment; 
'T. W.Drummend to the Donegal; J.T. E. Evans to the Pembroke, 
additional, for disposal; E. G. B. Carpenter to the Victory, additional, 
tor Portland Hospital; W. McH. Binning to the Pembroke, additional], 
for Chatham Hospital; R. R. Kerr, M.B., to the Victory, additional, for 
Hasiar Hospital. To be temporary Surgeons: D. M. P. Whitcombe, 
M.B., Ek. P. L. Hughes, W. M. Binning, R. R. Kerr, M.B., R. Aitken, M.B. 


Royau NAVAL RESERVE. 
Surgeon-probationers A. T. Harrison, E.G. T. Holden, W. Michael, 
J. C. Sleigh, T. Anderson, D. 'T. Watt, A. R. Forbes, A. C. Fowler, D. M. 
Blair, and A. C. Lindsay to the Victory, additional, for Royal Naval 
Hospital, Haslayr. 


RoyaL NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 

Surgeon G. R. Mill to the Vivid. Temporary Surgeon F. W. Willway 
to the Pembroke, additional. Surgeon-probationers A. W. Mckorie 
to the Cockatrice; F. M. Ferguson to the Llewellyn, vice Drury ; 
J. M. Redpath to the Victory, additional, for Royal Naval Division Dépot, 
Crystal Palace; F. R. Mitchell to the Archer; A.G. Bee and J. §. 
Clark to the Swift; J. H. Gilruth to the Meteor. To he Surgeon- 
probationers for temporary service: E. J. Bilcliffe, T. F. Broderick, 
T. G. Campbell, 8. J. Nealy, G. A. Henderson, G. D. F. Macfadden, 
S. Acheson, J. Skinner, M.A., H. Paul, J. D. Brown, J. M. Ritchie, M.A., 
G. A. O. Write, L. P. St. J. Story, W. J. Lytle, A. S. Bisset, J. F. Kerr, 
A. M. Mackintosh, C. Griffith-Jones, N. S. Nairne. 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. ne 
Colcnel J. Maher is retained on the active list, under the provisions 
of Articles 120 and 522, Royal Warrant for Pay and Promotion, and to 
be supernumerary. 
Lieutenant-Colonel G. W. Brazier-Creagh, C.M.G., to be temporary 
Colonel whilst Assistant Director of MedicalServices of a Division. 


e Royan Anmy Corps. 
Colonel P. B. Giles, C.B., late T.F., to be temporary Lieutenant- 
Colonel. 
y list on account of ill health. ‘ 
Captains tobe temporary Majors: E.K. Martin, F.R.C.S., 
J. Dalrymple, T. R. Elliott, M.D. 


Temporary Captain E. F. W. Buckell relinquishes his commission - 


on account of ill health. 
Temporary and honorary Captain W. P. 8. Branson, M.D., F.R.C.P., 


to be temporary honorary Major whilst serving with No. 1 h Red 
Cross (Duchess of Westminster’s) Hospital. ing > = 
-B:, G. W. . M.D., J. T. MeCu » M.B., J.-D. ’ 
F. A. R. Hacker, J. Keenan, F.R.C.S8.1. or , 
F. R. Seymour, M.D., to be temporary Captain. 
Temporary Lieutenant R. H.R. McKean is dismissed the service by” 
sentence of a general court-martial. -- : 
Temporary Lieutenant N. E. M. Home-Hay, M.B., relinquishes his 
commission on account of i}] health. 
Temporary Lieutenants relinquishing their commissions: A. R. 
Douglas, J. Hegarty, H: V. Swindale, W. W. Woods, M.B.. T. Perrin, 
ty F.R.C.S., G. W. Clark, M.B., D. H. Collingham, B. Francis, 


The date on which the undermentioned temporary Lieutenants 
relinquished their commissions is November 1st, 1915, and not as 
Gazette of December 4th, 1915: R. W. Davies, M.B., A. S.. 

an, M.B. 


. Campbel “ -B., R. 

Leslie, M.B., M. W. Talbot, M.B., J. F. Lambie,M.B.,S. D. Bridge, F. W. 
Bartlett, A. O. Evans, M.B., P. Davies, M.B., J. G. Bell, M.B., C. Berry, 
FP, H. Young, A. P. Fry, M.B., E. Purcell, R.C. Lowe, M.B., F.M. Bishop, 
J. A. Venning, M.B., R. A. MacNeill, M.B., R. T. Slinger, M.B., 
F.R.C.S., H. Mather, W. A. Berry, M.D., W. A. Paterson, M.B., J. C. 
Wilson, M.B., J.C. Wadmore, W. H. Broughton, G. B. Salmond, M.B., 
R. B. Taylor, M.B., J. T. Griffiths, D. C. Adam, M.B., P. D. Scott, A. E. 
Clark, M.B., H. A. Watney, M.B., W. B. Loveless, G. Ellis, C. J. Pent-. 
land, M.D., J. T. O’Boyle, T. J. Lloyd, M.B., G. R. Potter, V. K. Sadler,: 
D. I. Anderson, M.B., H. J. Cooper, M.B., W.'T. Brown, M.B., G. Kee, 
E. R. Grieveson, M.B., W. J. Spearing, G. A. MacFarland, J.C. Mead, 
M.B., F.R.C.S., J. M. Hermon, M.D.,C. D. Holdsworth, M.D., H. J. 
Keane, M.D., C. W. J. Dunlop, W. J. McL. Baird, M.B., W. H. Hodgson, 
M.B., J.C. Forbes, H. M. Mills, M.B., E. W. Kirk, M.B., R. M. Lang, 
M.B., J. W. Hilliard, M.D., R. C. Cooke, J. W. Harvey. 

To be temporary honorary Lieutenants: E. J. Clark, M.B., C. F, 
Maclachlan, M.B., R. B. Eadie, M.B., T. C. Bowie, M.B., B. Graves, 
W. H. Marshall. 

To be temporary Quartermasters, with the honorary rank of Lieu- 
tenant: C, F. Tyson, H. Miller, E. C.J. Curling, T. IF. Evans, F. L. 
Harsant, W. Richardson, 8. Francis, W. Pearson, N.R. Brown,G. FI. N.. 
Taylor, J. Dodds, E, A. Beattie, J. H. Turner, H. Maffey, T. H. Griggs, 
A. Scates, J. Stone, A. Willden, J. Davis, R. G. Johnston, J. Flint. 


TERRITORIAL FORCE, 
Royaut ArMy MEpIcaL Corps. 
Peer Anglian Field Ambulance.—Lieutenant A. E. Tait, M.B., to be 
aptain. 

East Eancashire Field Ambulance.—Major T. Holt, M.D., from 
West Lancashire Field Ambulance, to be Major. 

Highland Casualty Clearing Station.—Lieutenants J. A. Innes, M.B., 
and J. Dow, M.B., to be Captains. ear 
Ma en Field Ambulance.—Lieutenant A. B. Jamieson, M.B., ta: 

e Captain. . 

Home Counties Divisional Sanitary Section.—_F. T. H. Wood, M.B., 
to be Lieutenant. 

London (City of London) General Hospital. —Quartermaster- 
Sergeant F. J. E. Carter to be Quartermaster, with the honorary rank, 
of Lieutenant. J 

London (City of London) Sanitary Company. — H. Duguid, M.B., 
to be Lieutenant. : 

London General Hospital.—Lieutencznts L. L. Preston, M.B., and 
C. H. J. Fagan, to be Captains. To be Captains, whose services will 
be available on mobilization: C. Gouldesbrough, M.B., J. P. Hedley, 
Z. Mennell, M.B., E. M. Corner, M.B., F.R.C.8., J. E. Adams, M.B., 
F.R.C.S., M. A. Cassidy, H. J. Marriage, M.B., F.R.C.S., E. F. Buzzard, 
M.B., H. B. Weir, E. W. Hedley, M.D. To be Lieutenants: H. M. 
Harwood, H. A. Philpot, M.D. 

London Sanitary Company.—Lieutenants F. G. Rose and A. G, 
Whitfeild to be Captains. The date of appointment of Lieutenant B. 
Williamson is November 15th, 1915, and not as stated in the Gazette 
of November 26th, 1915. The date of the appointment of Lieutenant 
M. S. Briggs is December 4th, 1915, and not as stated in the Gazette of 
December llth, 1915. 

Northern General Hospital.—Lieutenant-Colonel H. Littlewood, 
F.R.C.S., from the list of officers whose services are available on 
mobilization, is temporarily placed on the permanent personnel. 
Lieutenant J. A. Menzies, M.D., to be Captain. 

North Midland Field Ambulance.—Major A. E, Hodder, M.B., to be 
temporary Lieutenant-Colonel. The following announcement is sub- 
stituted for that which appeared in the Gazette of October 22nd, 1915: 
Captain Arthur E. Tait, M.B., from East Anglian Field Ambulance, to 
be Captain. 

Northumbrian Field Ambulance.— The following announcement is 
substituted for that which appeared in the Gazetteof November 24th, 
1915: Captain Wilson H. Morrison, M.B., from Attached to Units other 
than Medical Units, to be Captain. | 

Southern General Hospital.—Major R. Ll. Rutherford, M.D., resigns 
his commission on account of ill health. Captains to be Majors: 
C. E. Bean, F.R.C.S.Edin., F. G. Aldous, F.R.C.S.Edin. 

South Midland Divisional Sanitary Section.—Lieutenant W. H. 
Davison, M.B., to be Captain. 

South Midland Field Ambulance.—Lieutenant W. M. Cox, from 
Attached to Units other than Medical Units, to be Lieutenant. 
Lieutenant W. M. Cox to be Captain (substituted for the announce- 
ment which appeared in the Gazette of November 19th, 1915, under the 
heading of Attached to Units other than Medical Units). 

South Midland Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance. — Lieutenant 
W. V. Wood to be Captain. : 

Welsh Border Mounted Brigade Field Ambulance.—Captain J. A. 
Eyton-Jones relinqaishes his commission on account of ill health. 

Wessex Field Ambulance.—The date of appointment of Captain 
H. J. Pechell, M.B., is August 2nd, 1915, and not as stated in the 
Gazette of October lst, 1915. Lieutenant 8. R. Gibbs, from Attached 
to Units other than Medical Units, to be Lieutenant. Lieutenant 
8. R..Gibbs to be Captain. Quartermaster and honorary Lieutenant 
G. D. C. Stokes resigns his commission, a. 

Attached to Units other than Medical Units.—The date of appoint- 
ment of Major A. B. Harris, M.B., is October 2nd, 1915, and not as 
stated in the Gazette of November 22nd, 1915. Capiain W. G. Mixcfee 
to be Major. Lieutenants G. 8. Hughes, M.B., F.R.C.S., and W. H. 
Morrison, M.B., to be Captains. F. M. Hughes, E. M. de Jong, and 
J. P. Clarke to be Lieutenants, . 
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TERRITORIAL FORCE RESERVE. 
Royat Army MeEpicat, Cores. 

Major (temporary Lieutenant-Colonel) W. T. Blackledge, M.B., from 
West Lancashire Field Ambulance, to be Major. ‘ - 

General List.—The date on which Captain H. J. Pechell relinquished 
his commission on appointment to R.A.M.C. is August 2nd, 1915, and 
ee as stated in the Gazette of October Ist, 1915. H. Nash to be 
Liettenant. 


Vital Statistics. 


2 HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS. 
Ty the ninety-six largest English towns 6,960 births and 5,462 deaths 
were registered during the week ended Saturday, December 18th, 1915. 
‘The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 16.7, 18.5, 
and 17.1 per 1,000 in the three preceding weeks, fell to 15.7 per 1,000 in 
the week under notice. In London the death-rate was equal to 16.3, 
While among the ninety-five other large towns it ranged from 5.1 in 
Edmonton, 6.6 in Coventry, 6.9 in Swindon, 8.1 in Willesden and in 
Swansea, and 8.2 in Hornsey, to 20.0 in Liverpool, 20.1 in Dudley anc in 
Blackpool, 20.6 in Bootle, 21.5 in Sunderland, and 21.7 in Leicester. 
Measles caused a death-rate of 1.1 in Bristol, 1.5 in Swansea and 
in Grimsby, 18 in Bury, 1.9 in Burnley, 2.0 in Swindon, 3.8 in 
Teicester, and 4.1 in Gloucester, and whooping-cough of 1.1 
in West Ham and 1.3 in Gateshead. The mortality from the 
remaining infective diseases showed no marked excess in any of 
the large towns, and no fatal case of small-pox was registered during 
the week. The causes of 36, or 0.7 per cent., of the total deaths were 
not certified by a registered medical practitioner or by a coroner; of 
this number, 9 were recorded in Birmingham, 6 in Liverpool, and 2 
each in Bootle, St. Helens, Preston, and Gateshead. The number of 
scarlet fever patients under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums 
Hospitals and the London Fever Hospital, which had been 2,927, 2,811, 
and 2,738 at the end of the three preceding weeks, further fell to 2,582 


on Saturday, December 18th; 245 new cases were admitted during the: 


week, against 318, 278, and 282 in the three preceding weeks. 

In the ninety-six largest English towns 6,019 births and 5,183 deaths 
were registered during the week ended Saturday, December 25th, 1915. 
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 18.5, 17.1, 
and 15.7 per 1,000 in the three preceding weeks, further fell to 14.9 per 
1,000°in the week under notice. In London the death-rate was equal 
to 15.5, while among the ninety-five other large towns it ranged from 
5.7in Ilford,6.8in Enfield, 7.3in Acton, 7.4 in Leyton, 7.7in Barnsley, 
and 7.9 in Wimbledon, to 21.1 in West Hartlepool, 21.2 in Wolver- 
hampton and Dewsbury, 21.6 in Stoke-on-Trent, 21.8 in West 
Bromwich, 22.7 in Middlesbrough, and 23.4 in Lincoln. Measles 
eaused a death-rate of 2.0 in Ipswich, in Swindon and in Leicester, 2.1 
in Gloucester, and 3.8 in Burnley; whooping-cough of 2.6 in Lincoln; 
and diphtheria of 1.8in Coventry. The mortality from the remaining 
infective diseases showed no marked excess in any of the large towns, 
and no fatal case of small-pox was registered during the week. The 
causes of 50, or 1.0 per cent., of the total deaths were not certified by a 
registered medical practitioner or by a coroner; of this number 19 
were recorded in Birmingham, 7 in Liverpool, and 2 each in Stoke-on- 
Trent, Southend, Southport, Preston, Bradford, Darlington, South 
Shields, and Gateshead. The number of scarlet fever patients under 
treatment in the Metropolitan Asyiums Hospitals and the London 
Fever Hospital, which bad been 2,811, 2,738, and 2,582, at the end of the 
three preceding weeks, further declined to 2,464 on Saturday, Decem- 
ber 25th, 1915; 206 new cases were admitted during the week, against 
278, 282, and 245 in the three preceding weeks. 


HEALTH OF SCOTTISH TOWNS. 

In the sixteen largest Scottish towns 995 births and 841 deaths were 
registered during the week ended Saturday, December llth, 1915. The 
annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 17.6, 22.7, and 
22.4 per 1,000 in the three preceding weeks, fell to 18.7in the week under 
notice, but was 1.6 per 1,000 above the rate in the ninety-six large 
English towns. Among the several towns the death-rate ranged from 
10.3 in Perth, 12.4 in Ayr, and 12.7in Kilmarnock, to 20.7 in Leith, 23.6 
in Coatbridge, and 274 in Greenock. The mortality from the principal 
infective diseases averaged 1.7 per 1,000, and was highest in Greenock 
and Hamilton. The 401 deaths from all causes in Glasgow included 
13 from scarlet fever, 8 from measles, 7 from diphtheria, 6 from 
infantile diarrhoea, and 1 from whooping-cough. Seven deaths from 
diphtheria, 3 from measles, and 3 from scarlet fever were recorded in 
Edinburgh; 6 deaths from measles in Hamilton and 5 in Greenock; 
and from scarlet fever, 2 deaths in Aberdeen. 

In the sixteen largest Scottish towns 990 births and 888 deaths were 
registered during the week ended Saturday, December 18th, 1915. The 
annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 22.7, 22.4, and 
18.7 per 1,000 in the three preceding weeks, rose to 19.7 in the week 
under notice, and was 4.0 per 1,000 above that recorded in the ninety- 
six large English towns. Among the several towns the death-rate 
ranged from 12.7 in Kilmarnock, 12.9 in Clydebank, and 13.8 in Mother- 
well, to 26.6 in Perth, 28.0 in Greenock, and 28.9 in Falkirk. The 
mortality from the principal infective diseases averaged 1.4 per 1,000, 
and was highest in Greenock and Hamilton. The 34 deaths from 
all causes in Glasgow included 6 from scarlet fever, 5 from measles, 
3 from whooping-cough, 3 from infantile diarrhoea, and 1 from diph- 
‘theria. Six deaths from measles and 4 from diphtheria were recorded 
in Edinburgh; 3.deaths from scarlet fever and 3 from diphtheria in 
Aberdeen; and from measles, 6 deaths in Greenock and 5in Hamilton. 


HEALTH OF IRISH TOWNS. . 

DcninG the week ending Saturday, December 18th, 1915, 508 births and 
516 deaths were registered in the twenty-seven principal urban districts 
of Ireland, as against 49 births and 464 deaths in the preceding period. 
‘These deaths represent a mortality of 22.2 per 1,000 of the aggregate 
population in the districts in question, as against 20.0 per 1,000 in the 
previous period. The mortality in these Irish areas was therefore 
6.5 per 1,000 higher than the corresponding rate in the ninety-six 
English towns during the week ending on the same date. The birth- 
rate, on the other hand. was equal to 21.8 per 1,000 of population. As 
for mortality of individual localities, that. in the Dublin registration 
area was 24.9 (as against an average of 23.7for the previous four weeks), 
in Dublin city 27.3 (as against 25.2), in Belfast 23.0 (as against 20.1), in 
Cork 23.8 (as against 22.1), in Londonderry 21.5 (as against 18.0), in 
Limerick 9.5 (as against 14.9),and in Waterford 22.8 (as against 20.4). 
The zymotic death-rate was 2.0as against 1.6 in the preceding period. 


Vacancies and Appointments. 


NOTICES REGARDING APPOINTMENTS.—Attention is 
called to a Notice (see Index to Advertisements—Important 
Notice re Appointments) appearing in our advertisement 
columns, giving particulars of vacancies as to which inquiries 
should be made before application. 


VACANCIES. 

BIRKENHEAD BOROUGH HOSPITATI:.—House-Surgeon and Junior 
House Surgeon. Salaries £200 and £170 respectively. 

BOLINGBROKE HOSPITAL, Wandsworth Common, S8.W.—House- 
Surgeon (male ineligible for military service, or female). Salary, 
£203 per annum. : 

BRISTOL ROYAL INFIRMARY.—(1) House-Physicians; (2) House- 
Surgeons. Salary, £120 per annum in each case. 

BURY INFIRMARY.—(1) Senior House-Surgeon; (2) Junior House- 
Surgeon (both ineligible for military service). Salary for (1) £259 
per annum, and for (2) £150 per annum. : 

LEEDS PUBLIC DISPENSARY.—Lady Resident Medical Officer. 
Salary, £130 per annum. 

MANCHESTER NORTHERN HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN AND. 
CHILDREN, Cheetham Hill Road.—Lady House-Surgeon. 
Salary, £120 per annum. 

NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE INFIRMARY, Hartshill, Stoke-on- 
Trent.—House-Physician (male or female), Salary, £200 per 
annum. 

PLYMOUTH: SOUTH DEVON AND EAST CORNWALL HOS- 
PITAL.—House-Physician (male ineligible for military service, 
or female), Salary, £240. 

ST. MARYLEBONE INFIRMARY.—Two Temporary Assistant 
Medical Officers. 

WIGAN: ROYAL ALBERT EDWARD INFIRMARY AND DIS- 
PENSARY.—Lady House-Surgeon. Salary, £150 per annum. 

WORCESTER COUNTY AND CITY ASYLUM, Powick.—Junior 
Assistant Medical Officer (male ineligible for military service, ov 
female). Salary, £250 perannum 

CERTIFYING FACTORY SURGEONS.—The Chief Inspector of 
Factories announces the following vacant appointment: Baldock 
(Hertford). 

To ensure notice in this colunn—which ts compiled from our 
advertisement columns, where full particulars will be found— 
it is necessary that advertisements should be received not later 
than the first post on Wednesday morning. Persons interested 
should refer also to the Index to Advertisements which follows 
the Table of Contents in the JOURNAL. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

MacKeitTH, John, M.B.Glasg., Medical Officer to the Tuberculosis 
Department of the Central London Throat, Nose, and Ear 
Hospital. 

Tayuor, P. C. P., L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S.Edin., L.R.F.P.S.Glasg., District 
Medical Officer of the Tenterden Union. 

Watsi, E., L.R.C.P., L.R.C.8.Edin., L.A.H.Dubl., District Medical 
Officer of the Pontardawe Union, 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 

The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is §8., which sum should be forwarded in Post Office 
Orders or Stamps with the notice not later than the first poston 
Wednesday morning in order to ensure insertion in the current 
issue. 


MARRIAGE, 

WALKER—Kvrz.—On December 2nd, 1915, Cranston Walker, M.D., 
Ch.B., B.Se., and Lena Kurz, M.D., Ch.B. The latter takes the 
style of Dr. Lena Walker, 108, Pershore Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham, 

DEATH. 

Mornrison.—On December 17th, at Clifton, Bristol, C. S. Morrison, 
L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S.(Kdin.), L.F.P.8(Glasgow), Physician-Superin- 
tendent of the County and City Asylum, Burghill, Hereford, aged 


DIARY FOR THE WEEK, ‘ 
WEDNESDAY. 
HUNTERIAN SOCIETY, Royal Society of Medicine, 1, Wimpole Sireet, W., 
9 p.m.—S8econd Hunterian Society Lecture by Mr. T. H 
Openshaw, C.M.G.: Amputations: Their Prevention 
and After-treatment, 
POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES. 
NortH-East LONDON Post-GRADUATE COLLEGE, Prince of Wales’s 
Genera! Hospital, Tottenham, N. 
THE Post-GRADUATE COLLEGE, West London Hospital, Hammer- 
smith, W.—Clinical work; graduates only, 


DIARY OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
Dake. Mectings tobe Held. 


JANUARY. 
11 Tues. London: Grants Subcommittee, 2.15 p.m. 
London: Organization Committee, 2.45 p.m. 
12 Wed. ae: Central Medical War Committec, 
13. Thur. Insurance Acts Committee. 
19 Wed. London: Finance Committee,.2 p.m. 
26 Wed. London: Council Meeting. 
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